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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September 
and December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every 
household on the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters 
Arms and the church.  We are always on the look out for news and 
articles. Please  email them to  mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 
01883 723231. 
Publishing Dates 2019/2020 
   Copy Date  Publishing Date 
     Summer               30th June              5th July 
    Autumn               25th September             4th October  
    Winter     4th December              10th December 
    Spring   20th March              30th March 2020 

Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £125;  ½ page £60;  ¼ 
page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver -  
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196 
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

Editorial
This was going to be the easiest editorial to write: we left the European 
Community on 29th March! The trouble is, we didn’t, and now no-one 
knows what we are doing, when or if we are leaving, or anything else. But 
around a million people, including a large number from Limpsfield Chart 
and Limpsfield, Oxted and Hurst Green, marched in London on Saturday 
calling for a People’s Vote. Perhaps more importantly,  six million people 
have signed a Downing Street petition asking the government to revoke 
Article 50, more signatures than any other petition has ever achieved, and  
the  number is going up all the time.   The deal used to be that if you had 
more than 10,000 signatures, parliament would debate the issue. We shall 
see what happens. Only one thing is certain: Teresa May knows less than 
we do. 

What do we know? The Memorial Stores in Limpsfield is 20 years old and 
we are all grateful that our local shop is still going strong. (See article on 

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
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Dear Editors, 

Origins of ‘Dostoyevsky Corner’ 

Richard Stilgoe (Chart News, Christmas 2018) is generous to David 
Claridge when disagreeing about the origin of ‘Trevereux’ by saying that 
‘history allows us all to have opinions’. 

Up to a point.  A minor example where this is not so is David Claridge’s 
claim in the same issue that the Pendicle in Pastens Road was known as 
‘Dostoyevsky Corner’ when Majorie and Edward Pease lived there.  Not so.  
Dostoyevsky was the name coined by Edward Garnett about the group of 
shacks, one of which was The Dacha, inhabited by eccentrics, near the 
Scearne, where he and Constance Garnett lived.  The unimpeachable source 
for this is Richard Garnett, Constance and Edward’s grandson, in his 1991 
biography of his grandmother. 

Terry Philpot 

page 24). It exists because of a dedicated team of voluntary helpers and 
when you go in for your paper, an artisan loaf or to post a parcel everyone 
in the shop is so helpful and friendly.  We are all very grateful to them.  

The Moorhouse DPD depot has again been refused permission by 
Tandridge Council for the third time of asking (see page 10), which will 
please most but not all Chart residents.The grounds for refusal was that that 
the development was in the Green Belt.  Somewhat contradictorily, the 
Planning Committee dismissed the plea that the development was in the 
Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  And we  are certain that 
another application will appear in the fullness of time. 

And the Carpenter’s Arms is up for sale. The pub is jointly owned by four 
investors who have decided to branch into other areas, but they are 
confident that the pub will remain a pub, and the centre of  Limpsfield 
Chart life, for many years to come. We can only agree with that! There is 
currently a new Manager, Eloise Wardlaw (see page 40) and we hope that 
she remains there when the new owners take over.  

All that remains is for us to wish all of you a very Happy Easter and of 
course we hope that the Chart News will be a part of the Chart 
neighbourhood for many years to come. 
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Kevan Chandler hails from Fort Wayne, North Carolina. He was born with 
spinal muscular atrophy, which means he has never walked and has very 
limited use of only one hand. Those looking after him have to feed,  dress, 
wash and toilet him, and friends like Ben, Tom, Kevin and Luke are very 
special indeed. Despite spending his life in a wheelchair Kevan has always 
dreamed of travel and adventure, and one day his friends hit  upon a genius 
idea. They were planning a walking holiday in Britain and France and 
Kevan would come with them; they would carry him in a converted 
backpack. This was no random trip though – it was a carefully planned 
itinerary to visit sights associated with Kevan’s literary and musical heroes. 
Now he could go anywhere, not just where his wheel chair could take him. 

Acting on impulse, I emailed them and offered my spare room on the off 
chance that whenever they were passing through the Oxted area, they 

We can 
carry 
Kevan! 

Mike Pocock tells an 
extraordinary story of 

friendship and loyalty, and 
how he might become part 
of a movie  which reveals 

the amazing events.

Last year I picked up the 
newspaper and read a story 
about a group of Americans 
b a c k p a c k i n g i n F r a n c e . 
Nothing unusual there you may 
think. The twist was that one of 
the group was being carried by 
his friends!

Kevan comfortably aboard

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
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would call in.  I thought no more of it until two weeks later I received a 
reply taking me up on my offer and that they would be arriving in UK on 
Eurostar in two days time and could they stay if they made their way to 
Oxted. Not knowing what to expect  I agreed, and picked them up at Oxted 
station at the appointed time. Instantly I knew it was going to be good. 

They were interesting, intelligent, fun, admirable and downright inspiring. 
They tended to sightsee by day with destinations including going to Baker 
Street for Sherlock Holmes and Kensington Palace gardens to see the Peter 
Pan statue. Kevan had always loved the classic J.M Barrie story. Growing 
up as a child with disabilities he had dreamt of being able to fly.  

In the evenings we took turns to cook, discussed a shared love of music, 
laughed at Anglo-American cultural anomalies, frequented a few pubs, 
dined out at Cucina and Brisk - which enjoyed the compliment from the 
Americans that they had amongst the best Burgers they had ever eaten - and 
of course they were introduced to a full English Breakfast at Toast. 

A highlight presented itself when Kevan said he would like some first-hand, 
up close and personal experience of the English countryside. We all went 
for a long trek around Chartwell, French Street, Hosey Common and 
Westerham. While walking across the fields above Westerham, Kevan said, 
“Yes, this is a good place, please put me down here and leave me for a bit.”  

So Kevan was placed down on the grass, looking down into the valley 
where the town nestles, and over to the North Downs. We ambled off about 
fifty yards away. Tom explained that Kevan had never been on his own 
outdoors before. We let him take it all in for 10 or 15 minutes before 
picking him up again, and Kevan was visibly moved by the experience. 

What was assumed to be a day or two’s stay ended up being a fun-packed 
and infinitely rewarding week, during which life-long firm friendships were  
made. Kevan is a big and truly inspirational character, full of the joy of life. 
Despite everything, he never complains. His companions are a byword for 
loyalty and friendship.  

My favourite anecdote of the trip was Kevan’s comment on their blog the 
day after they left our house where he apologised that he hadn’t updated the 
blog for a week. He had  been too busy drinking whisky and listening to 
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English punk rock records with his hosts  — me and my wife Claire! The 
story doesn’t stop there. After England they went on to Wales and Ireland 
before flying home, and they have had further adventures in America and 
China under their collective belts. The group of friends has looked into 
the production of a backpack suitable for carrying disabled children, 
inspiring other disabled people to see they are not confined to a 
wheelchair and challenging concepts of disability and accessibility.  

Kevan has now written a book about his adventures.  “We Carry Kevan” 
is released on 23rd April and is available on Amazon. Now there is  talk of 
a feature film being made about the group and their long walks. The guys 
rang me up to ask whether I would mind featuring in this movie! I think it 
would be a great honour, so I immediately said yes. But who would play 
me? 

This year Kevan stayed with us again, having been invited to speak at the 
T E D t a l k s i n D u b l i n : h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=DE9nV9VK7Dw. It has certainly been a joy to know him and his 
friends. 

Mike Pocock

Ben, Tom, Kevan behind, Mike Pocock and Phillip, with the fourth 
member of the walking team, Luke, taking the photograph in front of 
Winston Churchill’s statue in Westerham. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE9nV9VK7Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE9nV9VK7Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE9nV9VK7Dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE9nV9VK7Dw
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T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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Moorhouse DPD Depot – an Update 
The application, from developers Roxhill acting on behalf of the Titsey 
Estate, is for a DPD parcel distribution centre on the Moorhouse site which 
is next to the Grasshopper pub on the A25 between Limpsfield and 
Westerham.  There were hundreds of objections to it from residents on the 
grounds that it was an inappropriate development in the Green Belt and in 
the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and that 
development would generate huge and unacceptable levels of increased 
traffic. 

On 7th March, Tandridge District Council’s Planning Committee voted to 
refuse the Moorhouse planning application.  Before the meeting, Tandridge 
Council’s Planning Department recommended, contrary to previous 
deliberations, that the application should be permitted - prompting dozens of 
residents to attend the meeting in protest.  A motion based on the Green Belt 
and AONB refusal was proposed by an Independent Councillor.  This 
motion was split into two by the administration.  Regarding the Green Belt 
status and the significant harm to it due to the bulk, scale and mass of the 
scheme judged against the insufficient very special circumstances, a vote in 
favour of the refusal grounds was carried by six to five.  Three Conservative 
and the three Independents on the committee voted for the refusal motion; 
three Conservatives and the two Liberal Democrats on the committee voted 
against it.  Regarding AONB, the grounds for refusal were voted down, with 
two of the Conservative councillors changing their vote and not supporting 
this part of the motion.  It seems inconsistent to decide that the development 
would harm the Green Belt but then decide that it would not harm the 
Surrey Hills AONB.  This suggests that the Council’s administration have in 
effect passed the final decision on Moorhouse to the Local Plan Inspector. 
In their Local Plan they are proposing removing Moorhouse from the Green 
Belt.   

The Oxted & Limpsfield Residents Group (OLRG) is objecting to the 
removal and has made a submission to the Local Plan Inspector about it and 
asked to take part in the Inspector’s hearings into the soundness of the Plan.   
The traffic levels advised by DPD have been accepted as manageable by 
both Kent and Surrey County Highways. However there is cause for 
concern here as both recognised the peak morning and afternoon times as 
being critical and the proposed method of policing the future traffic flows 
only addresses daily traffic volumes and no sanctions or methods of 
resolution are detailed. 

Phil Davies, Councillor Limpsfield Ward (OLRG) 
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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Barman’s Choice

Save the date for the Limpsfield Chart Fair! 
Looking out of the window, it’s a typical March day: sunshine and snow 
showers! Thoughts turn to the warm and sunny days of summer and the 
Chart Fair! This year the Chart Fair is on Saturday 22 June and as before is 
being organised jointly by St Andrew’s Church and the Chart Community. 
Once again, the aim is to raise funds. Last year, we raised a net total of 
around £3,000. We are told that members of the Chart Community are keen 
to spend their share on providing a toddler’s swing for the children’s 
playground, opposite the cricket club. We also understand that making this 
project happen is far from simple, and would be very costly.Let’s hope that a 
way forward can be found. In 2019 the net proceeds will again be shared 
50/50 between the Church and the Chart Community. Suggestions for the 
2019 Community project include a Trim Trail and there may be others. 

The Fair, will run from 12.30 to 3.30pm and be opened by a Special Guest.  
It will take place on Tally Road and Moorhouse Road, (which will be closed 
between the Carpenters Arms and St Andrew’s Church Hall for that day) and 
the grass area fronting them.  As last year, there will be a variety of stalls, 
run by the Church, charities, clubs and commercial concerns, as well as 
events and contests for children and adults.  Titsey Rotary have agreed to 
bring their Unrideable Horse and Chic Grooming will be organising the 

Henry Harris’ Austin 7 was filled with balloons  at the Chart Fair last year 
and people had to guess how many. The car will be back this year,  but the 
competition will be harder - by having balloons of different sizes!
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popular annual Dog Show. Live Music and Salsa Dancing will be 
provided by Los Carreteros,   We have invited the Surrey Dance School 
to provide a ballet display.  And there will be a range of food and drink 
options, commercial stalls and sandwiches, cakes and drinks from 
lunchtime in the Church Hall. 

For 2019 our Sponsors are Platform Properties and Chartford Trees. We 
are very grateful for their commitment to help us with publicity, locally 
and into Kent, via local advertising boards and via their access to groups 
on social media. 

Tickets for the Raffle will be available after Easter. Thanks to generous 
donations, we have a number of  “Star” prizes as well as a number of 
smaller prizes, including: 

¬A one year Lifestyle Membership, donated by the Limpsfield Golf 
Club (worth £495). 

¬ A 3 Month Outdoor Family membership (worth £200), donated by  
the Limpsfield Club (the former Tennis Club), giving access to Tennis, 
Squash, Racketball, Badminton and Table Tennis. 

If you would like to run a stall, suggest and run an activity for children or 
help on the day, do get in touch. Please put the date in your diary and 
look out for us on Facebook!  And do come and join us for what will be 
another fun-packed day! 

Diana Davy 
Planning Group convenor,  
diana.green_davy@icloud.com 

If you take the path less travelled maybe its because you march to the 
beat of a different drum.  On the other hand, maybe you’re just 
completely lost.   Patrick Murray. 

A lawn is nature under totalitarian rule.   Michael Polan 

The early bird usually wishes he’d let someone else get up first.   
Elliot Gould 

I prefer a bike to a horse.  The brakes are more easily checked.   
Lambert Jefferies 
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To
ADVERTISE 

in the Chart News 
please contact 
Melanie Calver  

 01883 714196 or email 
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

A quarter  page only costs

£35
for four issues

 Half and full pages  pro rata
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‘Dutch’ Betty retires! 
‘Dutch’ Betty, her real name is Betty Schouwenaar, but she is universally 
known as ‘Dutch’ Betty, is retiring from one of the most important jobs that 
Chart News has - delivering a large quantity of the magazines to her nearby 
neighbours. But then she is 87! Without Betty, and the other deliverers, ably 
managed by Liz Roberts, no one would be able to read the gripping news we 
present every quarter! Seriously, we are absolutely indebted to the Bettys of 
this parish in getting the magazine out to people so efficiently, and we are 
always sorry when one has to give up the job. 

Betty was born in Tonbridge but has lived in Limpsfield Chart for 30 years. 
She met her Dutch husband when they both worked at Hever Castle; he was a 
gardener there and she was a housemaid. Before that she worked at Fairlawn 
in service to Peter Cazalet, who trained the Queen Mother’s race horses. She 
never spoke to the Queen Mother, but she did have an occasional sip from 
one of her champagne glasses!  

She was married to Jan for 40 years and they had one son, but both have 
passed away. She lived for a time in Holland but then came back to Lingfield 
and then the Chart. Betty now lives on her own and she has five step 
grandchildren and six step great grand children to keep her busy. She still 
loves her garden, and that keeps her busy too. 

David Wickham 
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FREE 
THOROUGBRED 
HORSE MANURE 

with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings etc. 

Collect from Limpsfield 
Chart, by wheel barrow or 

trailer, and take it home. It’s 
the best food available for 

your garden!  

0777 178 433 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 

(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF 
01293 278326 

Surrey Police Warning – Bank Card Scam 

Residents in Tandridge are being targeted through a series of elaborate bank card 
scams resulting in thousands of pounds being stolen. You may be telephoned by 
fraudsters posing as staff from your bank saying there is a fault with your card, 
which needs to be collected and replaced.  Or that they are from the bank’s head 
office checking on fraud at your local branch.  Or that they are police checking on 
financial scams. You are given the following advice: 

1. No one from the police or a bank will ring you to ask for personal 
information about your bank account 

2.If someone calls claiming to be a police officer or from a bank, put the 
phone down and ring 101 to report it to the police, USING A DIFFERENT 
PHONE.  Fraudsters are able to stay on the line to listen in to establish your 
personal details. 

3.If you have given out any information which could compromise your bank 
account security in any way, call your bank and cancel your cards immediately. 

4.If you need advice on fraud, call Police Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. 
5.Your bank will never ring you to ask for your card details; they know them 

already.  Police officers will never ask you for your bank security details or ask 
you to withdraw money.  Put the phone down and ring 101 on a different phone. 

Neil Mackay



!18

you Caroline Close.) It was a huge success and one of my guests said “Fi, 
these are the best potatoes I have ever had”!!  I know leg of lamb is 
expensive these days, but for a special occasion it is worth it.   

2kg English leg of lamb            10 cloves of garlic 
Salt and freshly ground pepper    4 tblsp olive oil 
1.5 kg floury potatoes, scrubbed but not peeled      2 lemons 
4 sprigs each fresh thyme and oregano         30 ml hot vegetable stock 

Pre-heat oven to 180C/gas 4.  Using the point of a sharp knife, score the 
fat of the lamb all over with diagonal criss-cross lines.  Peel and slice 2 of 
the cloves of garlic.  Make slits in the lamb along the scored lines and 
press the garlic slices into them.  Sprinkle the lamb with the juice of ½ a 
lemon and season.  
Thickly slice the unpeeled potatoes and spread over a large roasting tin.  
Drizzle with the olive oil and toss together to coat.  Scatter over the 
remaining unpeeled garlic cloves with the herb sprigs and seasoning.  
Place the lamb on top of the potatoes and roast for 1 hour, then squeeze the 
juice from the remaining 1 ½ lemons and pour over the potatoes with the 
stock.  Continue to roast for a further 30-40 minutes, adding more stock if 
it starts to dry out. 
Transfer the lamb to a serving platter, cover lightly with foil and leave to 
rest for 15 minutes. Carve the lamb into thick slices and serve with the 
potatoes, making sure each person gets a clove of garlic to spread over the 
lamb. 

Fiona Mackay 
You can get a good leg of lamb from Tony Wilkins of Stockenden Farm  
07785 523 921 - Ed. 

Easter Joint 
Easter is a good 
time for families to 
get together, but of 
c o u r s e M u m o r 
Granny is expected 
to lay on Sunday 
lunch with all the 
trimmings.  I tried 
out a new recipe 
from the Limpsfield 
Chart Golf Club 
Cook Book (thank 
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED  

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

Paints • Wood Treatments 

Wallpapers • Fabrics • Blinds

Ladders & Steps

Brushes & Rollers

Everything decorating

A  F A M I LY  B U S I N E S S  W I T H  
O V E R  1 3 0  B R A N C H E S

27-33 Brighton Road   REDHILL RH1 6PF    
Tel 01737 764242  redhill@brewers.co.uk

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

PATTERN BOOKS ON FREE LOAN

AMPLE FREE PARKING
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Bulb Planting on a budget 
Wisteria is the  queen of climbers.  If you haven't pruned yours yet you 
can still remove excess wood.  Wisteria flowers best on short spurs, so a 
framework is needed with suitable space between each layer to appreciate 
the racemes which are at least 1ft/30cm long.  I don't bother to count the 
buds  - I take the long stems back to about a pencil length in summer, and 
half a pencil in winter.  Wisteria is incredibly vigorous and can wind itself 
round iron pipes and force those away from the wall and can find its way 
under tiles  However it responds very well to the attention of secateurs.  
You are master in your garden. Do not be worried by the volume of 
greenery you will probably remove from a wisteria in July/August. 

There are two main species, Japanese (floribunda) and Chinese (sinensis).   
On floribundas, the flowers open successively from the base and appear 
with the early foliage, the flowers last for longer, and on variety 
‘Macrobotrys' have super long racemes up to 120cm/4ft.  The autumn 
colour is also good.  More decorative and graceful, it was the one I would 
choose for a pergola or for training up a single column and over a seat.  
Sinensis types are suitable for wall training where their shorter racemes 
can be shown off to great effect and they produce their flowers 
simultaneously and before the foliage.  If you really haven't the space for 
one, there are more compact forms around, such as 'Amethyst Falls' 
which is an American variety that is more compact and can be grown in a 
container.  All above varieties are scented but some to seek out are 'Shiro 

Prune hard and have a  
wonderful display 
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CHIROPODIST 
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA. 

Health Professions Council Registered 
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

Ingledale Therapy Centre 
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE 

Appointments 07766 141179 

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including

Extensions
Refurbishment

Orangeries
Loft Conversions

Landscaping
References from satisfied costumers available

01883 819 617
07958 590 426

5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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Kapitan', 'Lawrence' and 'Royal Purple'.  The Chart is a cold area, so  avoid 
early flowering ones such as 'Caroline'.  Feeding wisterias is not usually 
necessary but watering is,  especially as it has been dry this March and 
might be dry in April and May.  

Since the David Attenborough Blue Planet series, there is increasing 
awareness of the need to reduce our use of single use plastics and plastic in 
general.  Only by deciding not to purchase new plastic things can we 
gradually replace them with more sustainable things.  As gardeners, I think 
we should all be endeavouring to re-use things like the plastic trays that 
meat, fruit and veg come in, and yoghurt pots as seed trays.  Even plastic 
drinks bottles can be utilized as cloches by cutting off the base and 
inserting it over seedlings to protect them from snails and slugs.  Leave the 
lid off for ventilation. 

Toilet roll tubes are great for seed sowing and will biodegrade in the soil. 
Garden centres and nurseries are trying to do their bit too by moving away 
from non recyclable containers like polystyrene to more biodegradable 
materials, but it's a major and costly change in a highly price competitive 
environment.  As consumers, I think there is much we can do, particularly 
as the internet makes it so easy to find information.  Becoming sustainable 
shouldn't cost us more in the long run, but for businesses making the 
changes, it is costly and we should all be prepared to take some 
responsibility for our impact on the earth. 

Some of the worst products for recycling include Pringles packaging, 
Lucozade bottles with a sleeve on, coffee pods, takeaway coffee cups, crisp 
packets, black plastic food trays….anything which has more than one type 
of plastic or a mixture of materials is going to slow down the recycling 
process.  We can all help make a change by reviewing the products we 
enjoy. On a personal level I have resolved to find alternatives for things 
like sandwich bags and cling film.  It would also be a good idea to keep my 
own compost bin rather than send food waste to be recycled, if only so that 
my own garden gets the benefit.  I suppose the thing to do is start with the 
easy measures.    

And ponder whether we will get a summer like last year. “Summer has set 
in with its usual severity”.  Samuel Taylor Coleridge. In which instance, do 
lots of mulching in your garden now.  At least it will suppress weeds if we 
end up having a monsoon summer. 

Emily Tawse 
gardeneye@outlook.com 
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Do you recognise the picture above? It was the ruins, in 1983, of the 
Carpenters Carthouse – formerly a barbers and electrical storeroom - when 
someone cutting trees on the bank above, cut too energetically and 
demolished not only a rather nice looking Victorian barn but also a war 
memorial next door. In a way it was a good thing. We were about to lose our 
village food shop and a local builder, John Worsfold, bought the site and put 
up a shop to serve the village. Subsequently it took in the Post Office when 
the bakery which housed it also closed. The War Memorial was re-erected 
on the wall of the shop and it was called “The Memorial Stores”. 

Worsfold later sold the business to others but in the end it became clear that 
it was not a viable proposition as a business. The village had to decide 
whether this was something we needed. We set up the Limpsfield Village 
Store Association as an Industrial and Provident Society, raised the funds 
and bought the business and the land. On 30th May 1999 there was a grand 
opening by our then MP, Peter Ainsworth.  We were accompanied by the 
Limpsfield School recorder.  It was a grand occasion and all the alterations 
we had made had only just been completed in time. The shop had been 

Recognise this….?
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completely remodelled inside and out. The MP cut the ribbon and our first 
volunteers started to serve our customers.  

20 years on we are still at the Heart of our Community.  Customers have told 
us that what they enjoy most about the shop is meeting other people and the 
friendly atmosphere.  We also like them to buy something, and maybe even the 
“grab and go” sandwich or pastie for their lunch.  Kerry Daniels, our manager, 
is always looking for new and exciting foods or products to add to the popular 
local honey, chocolate brownies, bread, biscuits and the perfect sized envelope 
or packaging to meet your needs. 

Who knows what the Government has in store for us this year, but one thing is 
for certain, the shop will always be there, along with a select team of staff and 
over 60 volunteers. Throughout May there will be different activities in the 
shop to celebrate our 20th Anniversary, so please come in and see for yourself. 

Kari Pridden and John Tolley

Or this?
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M &M WALKER 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Tel 01732 863155 

Mobs  077 742 186 84        079 004 207 15 
 

Caring for your pool :-)

Local swimming pool (and spa) care service.

• Spring Start up.

• Winter shut down.

• Routine service.

• Green pool recovery!

• Chemicals, pumps, heat pumps, covers etc.

Phil Davies B.Sc  

phil@hillssparklingpools.uk,      07947313355      01883 500848

The Lodge,                                                                    www.hillssparklingpools.uk
Itchingwood Common rd

Limpsfield

Surrey  RH8 0RJ 
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       SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 

x 15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall. 

x 6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).   
x Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis. 

x Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes. 

x Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports. 
x Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates. 

Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk   Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk 

Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH         Tel. 01883 714079 
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Kari Pridden

I think my interest in chickens was maybe first piqued as a young girl by 
the brown hens kept by my grandparents in Aberdeen. It wasn’t as if 
they were a big part of my grandparents’ lives and they certainly weren’t 
a trendy topic of conversation at the dinner table! All I can remember 
being told was that they always had ex-battery hens, which would arrive 
featherless and non-egg laying. My Granny would take a large bowl of 
warm bran mash out to them every morning and in due course, as the 
chickens regained their vigour, she would return with a basket of eggs. 

Roll on far too many years to count, to life at Yew Tree Cottage. Our 
large vegetable garden seemed the perfect place for chickens but Paul 
was not convinced, memories of chickens from his childhood not being 
nearly so idealised! It took the arrival of Justin, our fantastic gardener 
and himself the proud owner of a flock of Buff Orpingtons, to make a 
mere dream become reality. I soon had a very smart hen house and 
chicken coop and, in the spring, Paul, Millie and I drove off, with two 
cardboard boxes in the boot, to a smallholding in Kent to pick up our 
first hens. All the advice seemed to be to start off with hybrid hens, as 

Chick, Chick, Chickens - lay a little egg for me
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they are less fickle and provide a steady stream of eggs throughout the 
year.  Pure bred chickens follow the more normal pattern of nature by 
laying over the warmer months of the year and then moulting and not 
laying eggs in the winter.  The other piece of advice for first time chicken 
owners is to buy one more chicken than you actually want because you 
are likely to ‘lose’ one.  So we came away with a regular brown hen, a 
small shiny black Rhode Island cross, two Maran hybrids and one white 
Sussex hybrid which Millie named Bobby, Boo, Salt, Pepper and Wanda, 
respectively. They were all young, about three months old, and hadn’t yet 
started laying. (And incidentally, we never did ‘lose’ one). We then had to 
manoeuvre them into their house, which was quite an exciting experience 
as I had never held a chicken before. Even then, Wanda was quite a size 
and it was difficult to tuck her wings down! At last they were all in their 
house where we left them to settle down and become used to their new 
surroundings. 

The original plan was that they would have free rein of the vegetable 
garden, and hopefully eat all the slugs and other pests. They looked very 
happy and at home there. Unfortunately they made a terrible mess, as 
they had dust baths anywhere and everywhere and pecked at everything. 
There was no chance that I would be able to grow any vegetables, so we 
made a small run on the lawn, which extended out from the coop using 3’ 
high chicken wire. But the chickens had had a taste of freedom and could 
easily fly over the fence. So we clipped their wings but even that did not 
work and although they could get out of their run they would never fly 
back. Consequently at dusk, when the chickens would normally be 
making their way back to their hen house for the night, I would quite 
often have to round up some naughty ones - Bobby and Wanda were the 
main culprits.  They could usually be tempted back in by shaking a box of 
their ‘treats’ (a mixture of mealy worms and mixed corn) but once I must 
have been later than usual and I couldn’t see Bobby anywhere.  
Eventually I found her tucked up for the night in the wood store!  In due 
course we replaced that chicken run, taking in the whole of the lawn area 
using 5’ high fencing. Even then Wanda would occasionally make a bid 
for freedom. 

I still remember the thrill of collecting the first egg from my chickens. A 
freshly laid egg poached the same day is absolutely delicious. And a 
Victoria sponge baked using the eggs has a deep yellow colour which 
looks mouth-watering. 

The colour of the yolks depends upon what the chickens are fed. In 
addition to layers pellets, I give my hens a handful each of the mixed corn 
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and mealy worms mentioned before as a treat once a day, usually after I 
have cleaned out their house. As they have a large outdoor run they peck at 
the grass, have a flower border to forage in for bugs and are given the 
offcuts of  vegetables and any fruit I may have, but not salad as it can make 
them ill. My chickens are particularly spoilt in that I have to chop up their 
vegetables in order to persuade them to eat them. They also need an ample 
supply of fresh water. 

Cleanliness and hygiene are also important in order to keep chickens 
healthy. I sweep out the tray under the roosting bars daily and give the 
house and coop a thorough clean, probably once a month.  

Since I first started out with my chickens we have made a few refinements 
to their set up. We have a special feeding tray called a ‘Grandpa’s Feeder’ 
whereby the chickens tread on a plate to open the cover over their supply 
of pellets. This means rodents cannot get access to the food. We put a 
concrete base in the coop and covered it with bark specifically for chicken 
coops. It is now easy to remove the bark when cleaning the coop and this 
helps reduce the risk of disease. And the very latest addition is a solar 
powered automatic “pop hole” which means if we are away the chickens 
can still get in and out of their house and they are safe at night when foxes 
are more likely to be on the prowl. 

I am now onto my second flock of chickens. This time I decided to try pure 
bred hens and went for a breed called Australorps (an abbreviation of 
Australian Black Orpingtons). They are large and have a blue-green sheen 
to their feathers. Unfortunately, this time I did lose one so having originally 
purchased four I now only have three. My book said that this breed was 
friendly and very productive but in practice they are flighty and nervous 
and I don’t get nearly so many eggs as I did from the hybrids. I would like 
to have a flock of five again but you cannot introduce new hens into an 
established flock as they will not be accepted. As this little gang of 
Australorps should have a lifespan of around nine years, I won’t be looking 
for new chickens for a considerable time! 

Kathy Thomas 
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY 
5th April 2019 to 30th June 2019 

St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to serve  
our locality.  Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy 
Harvey, or Revd Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or 
other matters. 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday  8am   Said Eucharist 
   10am  Sung Eucharist with hymns 
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday  
in the month the service is especially child friendly.  There are always  
activities at the back of the Church for the children. 
Monday  6pm to 6.45pm Meditation Group  
Wednesday           9am Morning Prayer  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.30 – 4.30 
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and  
songs in the Church.  This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with 
their parents. 29th April, 20th May, 24th June 

EVENTS 
Community Hearing Aid Clinic St Andrew’s Hall 

Wednesday 11am to 12pm 1st May, 5th June, 3rd July 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Sunday 28th April after the 10am Service 

SERVICES 
Sunday 14th April 10am  Palm Sunday 
Wednesday 17th April 8pm Tenebrae Service 
Thursday 18th April 6.30pm Seder Supper 
Friday 19th April 10am  Good Friday Service followed by  
     Hot Cross Buns  
Sunday 21st April 8am  Said Eucharist 
          10am  Easter Day 
Sunday 9th June 10am  Pentecost, Whit Sunday 
Sunday 16th June 10am  Trinity Sunday 
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The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an 
editorial board of four, professional proof readers and 
numerous helpers who deliver the copies and do the most 
valuable job of all. We also have a first rate and very 
helpful printer.  Many thanks to all of them.

WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S 

Minister in Charge Revd Wendy Harvey       01883 723153 
Team Rector  Revd James Percival  01883 712512 
Team Vicar  Revd Vincent Short  01959 577289 
Honorary Curate Revd Ruth Rainbird  01883 713683 
Reader   Dr Sue Compton  01883 730522 
Church wardens              Diana Davy   01883 714282 
   Michael Rainbird  01883 713683 
Treasurer  Melanie Calver    01883 714196 
PCC Secretary  Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Captain of Bells  Ian Day    01959 561691 
Choir   Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Cleaning Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Church flowers  Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Garden  Bruce Buckingham  01732 864276 
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle   01883 715980  
Good Neighbours Elizabeth Roberts  01883 722369 
Organisers  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Health & Safety Off.      John Davy   01883 714282 
Organists  Melanie Calver   01883 714196 

Jim Cessford   01883 717100 
   Mary McGregor  01883 723257 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
   Tony Wiltshire   01959 524887 
Sacristan  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke  01883 723289 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
St Andrew’s Hall Lorna Tooth   01883 730310 
Bookings  lornahursfield@yahoo.co.uk 
Team Communications Caroline Campbell  01883 712512 
 Administrator  comms@lltm.org.uk 

mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
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Priest’s Letter
As you know, I have been to Fiji for three months and although I mentioned 
this briefly last time, it seems that people would like to hear more about it. 
Fiji is a beautiful lush tropical island in the middle of the South Pacific 
Ocean, 1,300 miles past New Zealand and my daughter has been posted 
there for a year.  She took her two children with her and, as she was 
working hard and travelling around, she needed someone to help her until 
she found a reliable housekeeper and nanny.  So I volunteered. 

Fiji consists of approx. 330 islands, some inhabited.  Suva, the capital, is on 
the south east coast of the main island,Viti Levu, around whose coasts most 
of the 900,000 population live, with three quarters of them living in Suva.  
My daughter’s office and our house were in Suva, a teeming, rather ugly 
city, with some elegant colonial buildings crowded out by new concrete 
blocks. Fiji was first inhabited as far as anyone can tell in about 2,000 BC 
by peoples from Taiwan and discovered by the Europeans in the 17th 
Century when Captain Bligh, castaway captain of HMS Bounty, landed 
there.  First traders of that time were seeking sandalwood, whales and sea 
cucumbers, highly prized by the Chinese.  Christian missionaries arrived in 
the 1830s, some warmly received and others eaten, the last one in 1890. The 
tourist craft markets pride themselves in offering traditional 4 pronged 
cannibal forks.  It became a British colony in 1874 but there followed a 
gruesome and shameful period of blackbirding (slavery), the introduction of 
indentured Indians (who now form 40% of the population) and scorched 
earth subjugation of the people.  Fiji gained its independence in 1970.  
Since then there have been several military coups and the government is 
precariously held together by Prime Minister Banimarama.  

Many Fijians still live a simple village life, living in clusters of simple 
houses, sometimes thatched, surrounded by forest, growing vegetables, 
fishing and swimming in the many rivers.  This is community life, led by 
the elders and priests, worshipping together in their village churches.  Most 
Fijians are really devout Christians. Even those living in the two cities go 
back at weekends, as did our house keeper, Sai.  Their welcome is 
legendary with the ceremonial drinking of a cup of cava, a ground root 
steeped in water which produces a state of gentle euphoria.  Fijians are 
generally very tall and immensely strong people and very proud of their 
rugby prowess. The average age is quite low and I was constantly stopped 
by people who wanted to know how old I was and were amazed when I told 
them.  Not sure that I liked that so much, good to be back with all the old 
people of Limpsfield Chart.  

There are no dangerous animals in Fiji, no snakes or poisonous insects, 
mosquitos but no malaria.  A mongoose regularly inspected our garden for 
signs of frogs or other small beasts.  The trees and  flowers were abundant 
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

and exotic, the birds noisy and numerous.  We had a goshawk fly in through 
the open window one day who could only be persuaded to leave two days 
later. Their traditions and ritual dancing are fiery from the men and gentle and 
submissive from the women. There seemed to be much gender fluidity, 
happily accepted. They seem often to be a reserved people.  I noticed this 
when we went sailing and I was having trouble identifying who was captain 
on our vessel, until I noticed one of the men giving very slight hand signals to 
our helmsman.  On an English sailing boat, those types of commands are 
given in rather more definite terms.  They claim that surfing, or planking as it 
was known, was popular here long before the beachboys of California, one of 
their Pacific neighbours, started riding the waves.  The beach, blue seas, palm 
trees and coral reefs are exactly as one imagines paradise to be and many 
Suva residents escape at the weekend to relax at the island resorts that 
abound, varying in price from backpackers specials at £25 a night to £700 per 
night for the greatest luxury. I made many friends whilst I was there and 
loved the Fijians, both their gentle and their fiery ways.  The sunshine and 
beautiful beaches were wonderful but it is so good to be back to see you and 
to be with all of you that I love.  I have come back with lots of renewed 
energy, just in time to enjoy spring and to celebrate Easter, just as people are 
celebrating in Fiji and all around the world. God is good to us all and blesses 
us in so many different ways.  Happy Easter everyone. 
Wendy  (07973 428683) 
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We have had discussions with Paul Jones, Majestic’s manager in 
Sanderstead, and he has recommended three interesting French wines 
(two white and one red) for your cellar or in my case, my cupboard! For 
Chart News readers only, Paul is offering a case of six at a 10% discount. 

Bordeaux:  Chateau Meaume 2015 £9.99. Chateau Meaume is owned by 
an Englishman, Mark Johnson-Hill, near St Emilion.  His vineyard is a 
stone’s throw from the celebrated Pomerol commune. Without its 
neighbour’s princely label Chateau Meaume is an excellent wine at a 
very good price.   Described by Majestic as ‘decadent’ it is ready to drink 
now, but it has the body to keep well for several more years. 

Rhone:  Jaboulet Viognier 2017 £8.99.  If you were to buy a bottle of 
Condrieu it would cost you more than £40:  This wine is made from the 
same Viognier grape by the same Rhone superstar, Paul Jaboulet.  This 
Viognier from the Hermitage Rhone district will give you a rich peachy 
glass. 

Languedoc:  Domaine St Jean de la Cavalerie 2017 £7.99. Chardonnay is 
back (if it was ever out) and top price Burgundy Chardonnay prices are 

Barman’s 
Choice

Politics, oh dear, oh dear!  
Like everyone else on the 
Chart I have no idea whether 
the country will be ‘in’ or 
‘out’ next week, or in the 
next two years.  Among all 
the things which could 
happen it is all too possible 
that the cost of French wines 
will go up.  As French wines 
have been the foundation of 
English wine drinking for 
the last 1000 years (William 
the Conqueror and all that), 
this is obviously a serious 
threat …to our readers’ well-
being.    So we have taken 
action!
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Amaz!ng

The alphabest of  Ha-zelwood School

For details of the school’s forthcoming Open Days,  
please visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk

It’s the characters of  the pupils that  
make the school unique and special
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now sky high.  This Grand Reserve bottle from the 700-year old St Jean de la 
Cavalerie is outstanding with a fresh delicate floral taste.  A real find. 

Ring Majestic 0206 576702, or email san@majestic.co.uk, and quote the 
Chart News offer and Majestic will deliver your case free.  Enjoy, and 
perhaps Vive La France.  

Neil Mackay 

National Trust – Lead Ranger’s Report 
In my role as Lead Ranger a fair amount of my time can be spent in the office 
either dealing with admin or attending meetings and even though it’s a very 
important part of my job, it’s often far too easy to become over focused on 
office related work and start to forget what amazing areas of the countryside 
that we look after, so for myself I find it really important every so often to get 
out of the office and spend some time in the outdoors, whether this is just 
taking a walk, spending some time with our tremendous teams of volunteers, 
going for a cycle ride or maybe going out and doing some practical work. A 
great example of this was when I recently had half an hour spare before a 
meeting so as it was a lovely early spring day I took the opportunity to take a 
leisurely walk through the woodland next to Grub Street including taking in 
the Community Orchard while enjoying  the sights and smells of the start of 
spring. Even though it was a fairly short walk I found it really refreshing, 
recharging my batteries and preparing me for my meeting. 

Over the last few months the volunteers have been busy as usual on the 
common working on a number of different projects. These projects have 
included carrying out tree safety work around the edge of the British Legion 
car park as well as the clearing of encroaching of vegetation into the car park 
which was restricting access to a number of parking spaces, woodland 
management work in the woodland next to Cronklands, the removal of 
unwanted laurel from West Heath and the cutting back of vegetation that was 
encroaching onto the road at Trevereux Hill. Last year the Limpsfield 
Volunteers carried out an incredible 5951 hours voluntary work on the 
common, so I would just like to take this opportunity to thank them for their 
hard work. 

Mark Richards - 07770 887 679 

mailto:san@majestic.co.uk
mailto:san@majestic.co.uk
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David Gresham HouseTHIS AUTUMN
LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 
SAVINGS

IN-STORE
TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas
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GuAers	
Cleaned	
Unblocked	
Repaired	
References	available	
Call	John	Mulley	
Te:	01883	716245	
Mob:	07711747640

New manager for the Carpenters
Eloise Wardlaw, who has worked  
at the Carpenters’ Arms for three 
years, and has been the Assistant 
Manager, is now the new Manager. 
She has already redecorated her 
flat upstairs, and has been re-
organising the menus. She will 
have Steak Nights every Tuesday 
from 9th April for a start. All the 
beers were local, but now the 
lagers are as well, and she is 
looking at the wine list to include 
English sparkling wines. She’s 
planning having music and perhaps 
dancing in the garden and many 
more BBQs . She’ll be collaborating once again with the Chart Fair to 
provide another venue for food.  Eloise anticipates the Carpenters will 
remain a vital part of the Chart scene for many years to come and I’m sure 
she is right.  

DW
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Ch
Chiropodist

Kim Sullivan
SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

01883 723412
Are your feet complaining?

Give them a treat, 
they deserve it!
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss, 
Depression, Eating Disorders, low Self-
Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
http://www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk
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So claims Peter Wohlleben in his best-selling book and this is not the 
fantasy musing of a back-to-nature-tree-hugger but the result of over ten 
years study, research and first hand observation. Woohlleben  manages 
an ancient beech forest in the Eifel Mountains in North West Germany. 
What’s more, almost all of the assertions made in this book are backed 
up by scientific data from Institutes including Aachen University; the 
University of Western Australia, the Max Planck Society, Leipzig 
University. 

In the book we are introduced to a world where trees communicate by 
scent, taste and smell; and by passing electrical impulses through their 
root tips which are interconnected by an underground network of fungal 
membranes (hyphae). “The fungal connection transmits signals from one 
tree to the next, helping trees exchange news about insects, drought and 
other dangers”.  Scientists refer to this as the wood-wide-web, but the 
point is well made that we need to let go of any preconceptions that such 
communication happens in milliseconds – as in our own digital world. 
Indeed, these impulses have been measured crawling along at around one 
third of an inch per second.  

“One reason we fail to understand trees”, according to Wohlleben’s book, 
“is that they live on a totally different timescale from us”. One of the 
oldest trees on Earth, a spruce in Sweden is over 9,500 years old. The 
book points out that “this is 115 times a normal human lifetime”, and that 
“creatures with such a luxury of time on their hands can afford to take 
things at a leisurely pace”. 

Almost every Thursday morning John 
Bungay puts his chainsaw in the back of 
his truck and comes up to the Chart to cut 
down trees as one of The National Trust 
Task Force. ‘Most of the trees we cut are 
holly and birch which are stifling the 
magnificent oaks and beech on the Chart’ 
says John, whose concern for our woods 
and trees led him to read Peter Wohlleben’s 
new book “The Hidden Life of Trees”. 
Heres’s his Review.  

Trees are social beings capable of 
friendship. They communicate with each 
other, support one another, and even 
feed one another!
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Chartfords Trees Ltd 

Tree Removal & Felling Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Work Shrub Pruning 

Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting 
Safety Work 

Logs & Woodchip 
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Country Matters 
I was flattered to have a rose named after me until I read the 
description in the catalogue “No good in a bed, but perfect 
up against a wall”.   
Eleanor Roosevelt. 

A rose by any other name would be just as expensive.   
Lambert Jefferies. 

Flowers are one of the few things we buy and then watch 
them die without asking for our money back.   
George Carlin 

Eat	BriPsh	lamb,	50,000	foxes	can’t	be	wrong.		
	Placard	from	Countryside	March	

I’m	geVng	to	the	age	where	I	can	only	enjoy	the	last	sport	
leX.		It’s	called	hunPng	for	your	spectacles.		Sir	Edward	Grey	
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But whilst trees may live life in the slow lane, all is not sweetness and light 
in their world. When under attack from leaf-eating insects we are told 
“their saliva can be tasted by the leaf being eaten. In response, the tree 
sends out a chemical signal that attracts predators that feed on that 
particular leaf-eating insect”. Similarly, when giraffes start feeding on 
umbrella thorn acacias on the African savannah it takes only minutes for 
the trees to start pumping toxic substances into their leaves. In addition 
acacia trees being eaten give off a warning gas (ethylene) that signals to 
neighbouring trees of the same species that a crisis is at hand. Right away 
all the forewarned trees also pump toxins into their leaves to prepare 
themselves. 

Perhaps even more interesting than these defensive communication 
mechanisms is the concept that trees are social beings, capable of 
friendship, of supporting, and even feeding, one another. Wohlleben tells us 
about an early discovery he made in the forest he manages.  “Having 
stumbled across the remains of an enormous old beech stump, felled four 
to five hundred years earlier” he was amazed to find that when he scraped 
away the top layer of the stump the wood was still green. This meant “this 
piece of wood was still alive” despite having no leaves, and thus lacking 
the wherewithal to photosynthesise. Wohlleben’s conclusion was that the 
stump must be being supported and fed by an underground connection with 
neighbouring trees. 

This is borne out by scientists in the Harz mountains in Germany who 
discovered that most individual trees of the same species growing in the 
same stand are connected to each other through their root systems. It 
appears that nutrient exchange and helping neighbours in times of need is 
the rule, and this leads to the conclusion that forests are superorganisms 
with interconnections much like ant colonies. 

This realisation begs the question: Why do trees act this way? Wohlleben 
explains that “a tree is not a forest. On its own it is at the mercy of wind 
and weather. But together, many trees create an ecosystem that moderates 
extremes of heat and cold, stores water and generates humidity. In this 
protected environment trees can live to be very old. To get to this point the 
community must remain intact no matter what”.    

From this we can understand that trees recognise the benefits of social 
networking, mutual support and community living as vital long term 
survival mechanisms. However, we also learn that these behavioural traits 
are far from altruistic. Indeed they are predominantly species centric. Root 
connections are formed primarily between neighbouring trees of the same 
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The Building Professional 
Mark Elliott  FCIOB   

 30 Years Construction Experience  
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions 

Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms 
 

Call Mark for a Fast  Friendly Service  

 Telephone:  01883  348579    Mobi le :  07966  588985  

 
thebui ld ingpro fess ion al@gmai l .co m  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom Interiors by Morag 

x Handmade curtains and blinds to 
the highest quality finish 

x Designer cushions and throws to 
compliment and lift your existing 
scheme 

x Help with your fabric selection and 
a full interior design service to 
give you the look you’ll love 

x Full decorating service 
x Full and part project management 

for house renovations, extensions 
and room updates 

Full and part  

Tel No.  
01883 722283 

     Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG 

Tel No. 
01883 
722283 
Mobile 

0777 394 
0422 

www.mora
g-

interiors.
co.uk  
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                        http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk 
Vicky and Joal have moved on and Eloise Wardlaw has been installed 
as the new Manager. She’s an old hand behind the bar and in the 
restaurant, knows the Carpenters backwards and offers you a warm 
welcome this Spring with great new menus to tempt you. Carpenters 
Arms’  menus are devised to reflect the best seasonal produce, and 
offer a selection of favourite British dishes with a modern European 
twist, all made using locally-sourced ingredients. They also make a 
great cup of coffee available at any time of the day. 

Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events! Whether 
it's an intimate gathering for a handful of people or an extra-special 
party for up to 140 guests in our Garden Room, give us a call on 
01883 722209 to find out what we can do for you. Or request a table 
online. 

Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!  

http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have 
anything you want to write about, boast about, complain 
about, comment about, or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay, 
on 01883 723231 or by email: mackay717@btinternet.com or 
D a v i d W i c k h a m o n 0 1 8 8 3 6 5 2 1 1 3 o r 
dwickham@indimage.com 

species. Wohlleben refers to studies by Massimo Maffei, from the 
University of Turin. Plants, he says, are perfectly capable of 
distinguishing their own roots from the roots of other species and even 
the roots of related individuals. 

This leads on to the question of “character” and here Wohlleben 
introduces us to the notion that willows are loners and that the mighty 
oak might just be a mighty wimp when it comes to doing battle for 
ultimate survival with competing beech trees.  

Beech is clearly portrayed as the bully boy of the arboreal playground, a 
species which, above all others, works together as a community to 
dominate the forests of central Europe. It grows faster and taller than all 
other species and therefore, in the long term, is destined to dominate. We 
learn that beeches often seed next to oaks and, in the early years, all 
seems to be quite friendly. Ultimately the beech will out-grow all others, 
spreading its crown high above them and stealing the lion’s share of 
available light. This weakens the surrounding oaks and, in the final 
analysis, leads to their demise. 

Wohlleben’s book gives us a unique and fascinating insight into the life 
of trees and the functioning of truly ancient forests. As he says “This 
book is a lens to help you take a closer look at what you might have 
taken for granted”. Next time you are out walking in the woods he urges 
us all to “Slow down, breathe deeply, and look around. What can you 
hear? What do you see? How do you feel?” It’s little wonder that this 
book has become a best-seller, nor that it has ignited such an interest in 
trees in the hearts and minds of so many readers across the World.   

John Bungay 

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
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GARDENERS/CLEANERS  READY FOR HOLIDAYS? 
 
Experienced Handy Man    SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition 
 
Small jobs, gardening, cleaning    One to one £10.00 an hour, 
Local Limpsfield Village    small groups (3 or less) £25.00/3h 
 
£10.00 an hour     Including free lunch for small groups 
 
Eduardo / Christopher    Spanish Football lessons for kids too! 
 
07814 439947     £7 hour Eduardo/Christopher 
 
 
Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com  Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com 
  

07814	39947 

 

WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 
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Gardening Notes 

FemalMale
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Laura and her husband Bernard had started to print head scarves in their 
small rented flat in London.  Premises in which to carry out more printing 
and processing were acquired but with the combined rents, and with two 
small children, a more economical situation was needed. 

“Then an advertisement in The Sunday Times transformed Laura’s life.  A 
small cottage on the Kent/Surrey border was available for rent at only thirty 
shillings a week.  It was part of Trevereux Manor estate and Laura felt it 
would provide a peaceful home for her and the children yet be close enough 
for Bernard to commute to London.  Set at the bottom of a gentle 
escarpment of woods and fields just south of Limpsfield Chart and attached 
to an arable farm, the tied cottage was a dramatic change from Pimlico.  It 
was built of locally quarried stone, with wooden beams and leaded light 
windows.  It was small and in a poor state of repair with damp patches and 
peeling wallpaper which the Ashleys never had enough money to repair. 

Laura Ashley.  Many will remember the worldwide Laura Ashley outlets 
selling her famous dresses and fabrics.  Very few knew that her empire 
began on the Chart.  This extract from her daughter’s biography tells how 
the business began in a cottage at the foot of Trevereux Hill, and why Laura 
Ashley was very much part of the community. Laura Ashley gave the large 
curtains for St. Andrew’s Hall when it was completed, and some years later 
having seen their condition provided replacements.  All free of charge. The 
extract below,  from her biography “A Life of Design” by Anne Sebba, was 
found in the St Andrew’s archives by John Raymer. 
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But the surroundings were idyllic as the home boasted its own orchard and 
kitchen garden and afforded breathtaking views of fields and parkland in all 
directions.  For a young mother with two babies, living in East Cottage 
could have become a nightmare of isolation and loneliness, but Laura 
thrived on her own company and one of her closest girl friends came to stay 
regularly at weekends. 

To label East Cottage simple and unpretentious, while explaining its rustic 
charm, is to undervalue Laura’s struggle there.  Today a family living in 
such conditions would be considered to be existing below the poverty line.  
The Ashleys drank out of jam jars and the children, as well as Laura herself, 
sometimes wandered around without shoes.  The latter caused quite a stir in 
the village, where some of the old-fashioned residents felt that this gypsy-
like family should be made to tend to their children better  None of this 
worried Laura.  Her life in Limpsfield was greatly enriched by her close 
involvement with the local church and its forward-thinking young vicar, 
Father Reg Fletcher.  Very soon Laura was put in charge of the youngest 
class at Sunday School, an experience which, once she overcame her initial 
nervousness, she enjoyed very much.  Other mothers remember how 
talented she was at suggesting new models to make with the children, such 
as boats out of balsa wood, which they considered most original.  Sunday 
was a highpoint in her week “until one day the Rector telephoned to say 
that he had gone down with influenza and would I take the service.  
Imagining that I could pass this on to Bernard I said ”Yes, do go back to 
bed”.  But Bernard said “No, you have to do it yourself”.  Of course, Laura 
managed it admirably. 

Her children attended the local Church of England primary school which 
required them to undertake a rigorous walk to the top of the hill and then 
catch a bus.  This was quite a hike, which she and the children managed 
uncomplainingly.  She was noted for her unusual clothes.  At a time when 
women went to church in their smart, if rather severe Sunday best, Laura 
would arrive in ankle length, flowing jumble-saleish outfits, with her long 
wispy hair tied up in a ‘beehive’.  ‘She was just very natural and, we all 
thought, ahead of her time in many of her ideas’.  One of these was her 
belief that children from the new council estates (several of which were 
built around Limpsfield in the mid-fifties to help those finding their feet as 
they emerged from the forces) should be mixed in the same Sunday School 
classes as those from a traditional aristocratic or landed gentry background.  
This was greeted as a radical proposal but the idea eventually won through 
after considerable argument. 
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Walks coming up……… 
Tuesday 16 April 10am Godstone 3.5 miles Fast Fitness    - STRENUOUS 
Tuesday 16 April 10am Limpsfield Chart 3 miles Amble -  EASY 
Thursday 18 April 10am Bletchingley  4 miles                     -  LEISURELY 
Saturday 20 April 10am Woldingham  5.5 miles                  -  LEISURELY 
Wednesday 24 April 10am Godstone Bluebells 6 miles        - LEISURELY 
Saturday 27 April 2pm Woldingham 3 miles Amble      - EASY 
Monday 6 May 2pm Warlingham Bluebells 6 miles     - LEISURELY 
Sunday 12 May 10am Oxted    5.5 miles       -    LEISURELY 

For details of where to meet and our full programme please visit our website 
on: www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk 

Pamela Cunniffe 
Publicity Officer, East Surrey Walkers 

Your boots are made for walking!
Winter is over, Spring is here – time 
to c rawl out of our winter 
hibernation and get more energised! 
Spending time outside and being at 
one with nature has significant 
health benefits. According to 
research -  if you walk regularly, 
you can reduce your risk of type 2 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, 
stress and high blood pressure. 
Being close to nature helps you 
sleep better and could even help you 
live longer!  So… what are you 
waiting for?   Join us – a friendly 
group that enjoys talking whilst 
walking in the countryside, making
new friends and having pub lunches.  We also enjoy various social events 
throughout the year and organise holidays together, both in the UK and abroad.  
Each week we offer a selection of walks for different abilities, ranging from 3 – 
12 miles.  There’s bound to be one that suits you! You are welcome to walk 
with us on one or two occasions before you decide whether to join East Surrey 
Walkers.
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They are back! 
 

VocalEase 
Six Guys In Harmony 

 
with Jim Cessford 

 
Saturday 4th May, 7.30pm 

St Andrew’s Church, Limpsfield Chart 
Interval refreshments on the lawn 

 
Tickets £12 from 

melaniecalver@ntlworld.com or 07810 387544 
 

Proceeds to St Andrew’s Church 
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The art of keeping the upper lip stiff 

I recently invited a friend to join me for a pub lunch and having heard of  
a local one  that had recently changed its name and  served excellent food 
I suggested we try it.   Having agreed we duly pitched up at around 12.45.    
There was a single car in the smartly marked out car park and the pub had 
obviously recently been painted though it’s name remained as we knew it 
of old !   Inside there was a couple at the bar and shortly afterwards  a 
young man, obviously foreign, appeared behind wearing a nice smile .   I 
ordered a pint and a half  pint of Harvey’s.   No reaction other than his 
smile . 
    “You’ll have to point what you want “ said one of the couple. “He 
doesn’t speak English.”   I suppose at this stage we might have decided to 
cut our losses and try elsewhere, but we decided to blunder on.  I made 
what I thought were the right hand signals, pointing to the Harvey’s  
pump handle.  The young man smiled, nodded and disappeared shortly to 
reappear with two straight glass pints .   To correct the order  would have 
prolonged the agony so I let it go and asked, in sign language: “How 
much?” and Smiler held up 8 fingers ! 
 Now to food.   My pal had already decided on fish ‘n chips .    This 
being a known favourite Smiler nodded and  beamed a ‘yes ’.   I was less 
hungry and searched the set and specials menus for a substantial starter to 
no avail.  Eventually surrendering I ordered fish ‘n chips ! 
 In due course the plates arrived, breaded cod obviously frozen, 
with a minute  collation  of vegetables on a bed of small round sliced 
potatoes lightly fried.   It all proved palatable  if  slightly unexpected.   
From time to time a slender young woman flitted through the dining 
room and I  assumed  she was the ‘organiser’ of our meals. 
 Dessert proved something of a challenge.   John, my pal, wanted 
ice  cream and I kept him company.   My order arrived first, a strange 
spread  out  mixture similar to Eton Mess but clearly frozen.   John 
insisted on a scoop each of chocolate and vanilla.   With signs and words  
this obviously didn’t  square with Smiler or the girl who by now stood by 
his side.  After a couple of false starts Smiler came in with a mobile 
‘phone which he handed to John who quickly got the point and ordered.   
Blissikins all round. 
 When done we enquired Smiler’s nationality - with signs again and  
loud cries of “ME ENGLISH” we established Smiler and the woman 
were Turkish.    The dessert was gratis, the experience unforgettable. 

Names suppressed for reasons of Health & Safety and  (my) Security.
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES 

Ltd 

Specialising in 
Professional Garden Design & Construction 

www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk 
01732 700199 

Company Reg No. 4151818 
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779

OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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Chart Events 

National Trust Logging Sale.  The next Trust logging sale will be on 
Saturday 13th April at Little Heath from 8.30am – 10am.  Martin Edser 
who runs the Task Force advises anyone interested to get there early as the 
logs ran out at the last sale.  All contributions are voluntary and go to fund 
equipment for the Task Force.  If you would like notification of these sales, 
please email lorna@chartcroft.com to be put on the list. 

Biffa Bulk Rubbish Collection.  Stoneleigh Road, Saturday 18th May 
from 12noon-2.15pm.  Biffa warned that any rubbish left before 12 will be 
regarded as fly-tipping. 

The Arts Society, Limpsfield (www.theartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk) 
Lectures at St. Peter’s Hall, 2.30pm & 8.00pm:. 24th April: “Leonardo da 
Vinci:  The Science behind the Art”. 29th May: "Servant, Mistress, 
Scoundrel & Princess”.  26th June: “Pots of Art from Grayson Perry”.   

Guests welcome, £5. chair.limpsfield@theartssociety.org       
St Andrew’s Bridge Drive was held on 20th February at Crockham Hill 
Village Hall (it is bigger than ours).  The afternoon, masterminded by 
Melanie Calver, was a sell-out.  With the help of Brenda Pottle’s tea ladies, 
the Drive raised £1,300. 

Chart Ladies Dinner.  The 2019 Chart Ladies Dinner took place on 21st 
March at the Limpsfield Chart Golf Club.  It was a sell out and a great 
success.  Berni Hawkins gave a most interesting and entertaining talk about 
her career in the army and business.  

The ladies voted unanimously that they wished the Ladies’ Dinner to 
continue rather than amalgamate with the Men’s Dinner.  

http://www.theartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk/
mailto:chair.limpsfield@theartssociety.org
http://www.theartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk/
mailto:chair.limpsfield@theartssociety.org
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PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 
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Stockenden Farm Diary

Leaving the Chart 
I’m going away, I’m leaving the Chart, 

I’m going to Devon, to make a new start. 
It might be an error, a ghastly mistake, 

But life is for living, with chances to take. 
I’m leaving my friends, and all I hold dear, 
So why am I going?  It’s not really clear. 

I’m thinking of all that I’m going to miss, 
The walks in the woods, the bluebells  -  what bliss! 

The wonderful views from Trevereux Hill, 
The buzzards that circle, or hover so still. 

The woods in the Springtime, vibrant and green, 
The fields in the Autumn, soft and serene. 

The beautiful colours that change with the seasons, 
The scent of wild flowers, - oh, so many reasons! 

Ringing the bells with friends very dear, 
Joining the choir at Christmas, with cheer. 
St. Andrews, for many, is surely the hub, 

Contested most strongly, of course, by the Pub! 
I won’t miss the mud, swapping trainer for welly, 

Or hosing the dog, when he’s all damp and smelly. 
But a small price to pay, with mud to my knees, 

For the freedom to walk wherever I please. 

So many friends that I know I will miss, 
To chat, to drink tea, to just reminisce. 
Waving to neighbours, having a natter, 

We’re not in a rush, so time doesn’t matter. 
So sad to be leaving, so much to regret, 

But life pulls me forward, and I won’t forget. 

Wherever I go, I hope I shall find, 
The deep well of kindness that I leave behind. 

I look to the future with some trepidation, 
I’ve yet to decide on my final location. 
I won’t be afraid to take this huge leap, 

I have all my memories to keep. 

Sally Gardner 
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Chart Advertising 
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to 
cover its costs.  Please support our advertisers, and let 
them know about Chart News whenever you use them or 
buy their services.  

We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are 
very reasonable.  Please help by encouraging new 
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your	LOCAL	Community	Shop	
(established	in	2000	by	local	residents)  

Whether	you’d	like	to	become	a	new	member,	interested	in	becoming	
a	volunteer	or	want	to	come	in	to	shop,	we'd	love	to	see	you.	But	
come	and	support	us.	

Monday	to	Friday:	7.30am	–	5.30pm	

Saturday:		8.00am	–	12.30pm	
Sunday:		8.00	am		-	12.00	pm	(Post	Office	closed)	

Drop	in,	call	01883	713306	or	visit	www.limpsfield	stores.co.uk

•	Post	Office	
•	Fresh	Produce	
•	Groceries		
•	Newsagent		
•	StaPonery		
•	Household	supplies
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Sir Richard Stilgoe 
on Lilian Thomson  

and other cricketers encountered 

The Chart Interview
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Lilian Thomson, six foot, six inch Sheila, Australian Amazon, was 
conceived during a Test series between England and Australia in 1974-5. 
Her surrogates were John Arlott, with his soft Hampshire burr, 
commentating on those fearsome fast bowlers, Denis Lillee and Jeff 
Thomson, and Richard Stilgoe who saw the opportunity for a song. 
Lilian Thomson became ‘Australia’s finest flower/a maiden bowling 
overs at 100 miles an hour/She’s the fastest lady bowler the world has 
ever seen/Her bumper’s awe-inspiring and her language far from clean’. 
When it was recorded by EMI as a single, Richard was persuaded to go 
into the Australian dressing room at Lord’s to give each player a copy, an 
embarrassing ten minutes he would prefer to forget.  

Richard Stilgoe is a spinner of words and music, but also of slow off-
breaks in a game he has loved since his early days. The great value of 
cricket, he believes, is that it can be enjoyed by all levels of ability from 
the village green to Lord’s. He likens his stock delivery to that of Tom 
Spedegue whose famous ‘dropper’ from fifty feet up confounded the 
Australians in Conan Doyle’s celebrated cricket story. Richard learned to 
play and love cricket in Liverpool, where the first match he remembers 
watching was Lancashire v West Indies in July 1950. Frank Worrell made 
159 and Alf Valentine, one of those ‘little pals of mine’ celebrated in 
calypso song, took 7-57 to help West Indies win by an innings. Richard’s 
hero was Roy Tattersall, the Lancashire off-spinner, who took 163 
wickets for the county that season but none in this game. 

Cricket has been a lifelong passion for Richard, both as player and 
watcher, opportunities for both searched out between his musical 
engagements. Most of his cricket has been played for the Lord’s 
Taverners, raising money in charity games to give disadvantaged and 
disabled young people a ‘sporting chance’. His best bowling figures for 
the Lord’s Taverners were at Enfield, 3-19 against the local club, all three 
victims lured down the pitch, stumped Gatting bowled Stilgoe. The 
players in these games are a mixture of first class cricketers, show 
business and other sports personalities. Some of the show business 
people do not always realise who the sportsmen are and vice versa. He 
remembers one game when Tom Stoppard, the playwright, was keeping 
wicket and John Conteh, boxing champion, was bowling. At the end of 
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the over Tom Stoppard asked Richard who the bowler was, and then John 
Conteh sidled up to him and asked who the wicket-keeper was. 

His favourite watching ground is the Oval where he was President of Surrey 
CCC in 2005, when England won the Ashes and Surrey were relegated. 
Every year he takes his whole family to a box at the Oval to watch a T20 
game which is hugely enjoyable, and he cannot see why the England and 
Wales Cricket Board needs to muck around with the T20 formula to 
introduce the new competition next year called ‘The Hundred’. Perhaps he 
should have a word with his neighbour on Trevereux Hill, Colin Graves, 
Chairman of the English Cricket Board. Guildford, Arundel and the Getty 
ground at Wormsley are also high on his list for an enjoyable day’s 
watching. He lives very close to the cricket ground on the Chart, where his 
son Joe used to play, and much admires the stalwart efforts made by local 
clubs to keep the game going for each new generation. 

Cricket, literature and music have always had close connections. Neville 
Cardus was both music critic and cricket correspondent for the Manchester 
Guardian between the wars, while Tim Rice has his own cricket team and 
Michael Henderson writes engagingly in ‘The Spectator about both music 
and cricket. One of Richard’s radio producers and close collaborator was 
David Rayvern Allen, who also wrote many cricket books, while his 
favourite books about the game include P.G. Wodehouse’s ‘Mike and 
Psmith’ and the great West Indian cricket writer, C.L.R. James. Michael 
Atherton he regards as the best cricket journalist but he also enjoys the 
trenchancy of Geoff Boycott on the radio, and he is much in favour of the 
introduction of women now contributing to cricket commentary so 
knowledgeably and elegantly. 

Another of his cricket songs is about the ‘Barmy Army’, sun-tanned, beer-
bellied supporters of English teams overseas, the flag of St. George painted 
on their faces. He has given them an anthem, particularly appropriate in the 
wreckage of the 400 run recent defeat in Barbados. Richard wants them to 
know that he sympathises with their predicament, that ‘it isn’t easy when 
your team makes a nightmare of your dream’. But when it comes to losing, 
not only are the British the best, but we even teach our opponents how to 
sing…..‘The Barmy Army marches on/Every hope of victory gone’. 

David Walsh 
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Open season: 15th May to 25th Sept 2019. 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:  
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 18 Aug

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

Information Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic views, 
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family 
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection 
of porcelain and a marvellous set of 
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After 
visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
why not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available.
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